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UNCLAS JERUSALEM 1504 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PEPR, IS, JO 

SUBJECT: GOOD WORDS FOR PRESIDENT NAVON IN THE ARABIC PRESS 

1 . SUMMARY: THE EAST JERUSALEM ARABIC PRESS HAS HAD 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY KIND WORDS FOR ISRAEL'S NEW PRESIDENT 
YITZHAK NAVON WHOSE ORIENTAL ANCESTRY AND FLUENT 
ARABIC ARE MUCH APPRECIATED. WHILE THERE ARE NO ILLUSIONS 
ABOUT LIMITATIONS ON THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY ROLE, NAVON'S 
POLITICAL EXPEREINCE IS CREDITED. EDITORIALS REJECT, HOWEVER, 
ARGUMENT THAT ISRAEL HAD ADEQUATELY RESPONDED TO SADAT AND 
QUESTION CRITICALLY NAVON S CONCEPT OF PEACE. END SUMMARY. 

2. BOTH AL QUDS (MODERATE AND PRO-JORDAN) AND ASH'AB 
(NATIONALIST AND INDEPENDENT) HAVE HAD UNCHARACTERISTICALLY 
KIND WORDS FOR ISRAEL'S NEW PRESIDENT YITZHAK NAVON. THE 
PAPERS CITE RESPECTFULLY THE PRESIDENT S MODERATION, 

ORIENTAL ANCESTRY AND FLUENT ARABIC. "A COOL BREEZE... 

IN A SUFFOCATING SITUATION.” WRITES "AL QUDS" MAY 30. 
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3. NEITHER PAPER OVERESTIMATES AN ISRAELI PRESIDENT'S 
DIRECT POLICY-MAKING ROLE, BUT ASH'AB CITES NAVON'S CLOUT WITH 
THE LABOR PARTY AND WORK ON THE KNESSET'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND SECURITY COMMITTEE AS INDICATIONS THAT HE MAY BE MORE 
POLITICAL THAN HIS PREDECESSOR. IN ANY CASE, ASH'AB HOPES 
THAT NAVON CAN HELP IN "REMOVINGTPE DANGEROUS THORNS ON 
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THE PATH TO PEACE." 

4. WHILE POSITIVE TOWARDS NAVON'S PERSON, BOTH PAPERS 
CRITICIZE ELEMENTS OF HIS STATEMENT. "WE DO NOT AGREE 
THAT ISRAEL HAS RESPONDED ADEQUATELY TO SADAT’S PEACE 
INITIATIVE," AL QUDS WRITES. AND ASH'AB SUGGESTS THAT THE 
PEACE NAVON HAS IN MIND MAY BE MORE OF A SURRENDER TO 
"OCCUPATION AND SETTLEMENT" OR "ANNEXATION AND EXPANSION" 
OR "TANKS AND ROCKETS AND THE DENIAL OF A PEOPLE S RIGHTS." 

5. COMMENT: WHILE AL QUDS HAS PREVIOUSLY WELCOMED NAVON'S 
ELECTION, IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT ASH’AB (RARELY OUTBID 

IN ITS PALESTINIAN NATIONALISM) FINDS SOME GOOD WORDS AS 
WELL. SHOULD SOME ISRAELI GOVERNMENT AT A FUTURE TIME 
CARE TO MAKE "AN APPEAL TO THE ARAB HEART" THEY WILL 
HAVE, IT NOW SEEMS, A CREDIBLE SPOKESMAN ON HAND IN THEIR 
NEW PRESIDENT. 

NEWLIN 
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